An experience of treatment for patients with thoracic esophageal cancer invading adjacent organs.
The treatment of patients with thoracic esophageal cancer invading adjacent organs is controversial. The effect, on survival, of esophagectomy with regional node dissection after combined chemotherapy and radiotherapy was studied in six patients with the esophageal cancer. Two patients undergoing esophagectomy survived > 39 months without relapse. Postoperative complications were not observed in patients undergoing esophagectomy with a two-step surgical procedure (interval of several weeks between esophagectomy and reconstruction), while complications were observed in all patients undergoing a one-stage surgical procedure. Two-step esophagectomy with regional node dissection after combined chemo- and radiotherapy is a promising option for patients with esophageal cancer invading adjacent organs.